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This war is a war that is not only between Israel and
Hamas. It’s a war that is intended, really, truly, to save
the values ofWestern civilization […] because we are here
to defend the values of liberal societies, of LGBTQ which
Hamas 昀椀ghts endlessly …1

The Hamas rapist machine bears full moral responsibility
for all the casualties in this war that it launched on Oc-
tober 7 and is waging inside and under schools, mosques,
homes and UN facilities.2

Throughout its genocidal war on the occupied Gaza strip,
Israel and its allies in the Western imperialist core have
justi昀椀ed their actions by weaponising the plight of wo-
men and girls who have been ‘systematically’ violated
by Hamas.3 While Israel continues to deny access to in-
dependent investigators, making it impossible to verify
these allegations,4 ‘October 7’ has become a marker for
unspeakable sexual violence, which the US President Joe
Biden,5 and Secretary of State Antony Blinken,6 have
respectively described as appalling and beyond belief. Is-
raeli of昀椀cial representatives, such as Isaac Herzog and
Eylon Levy quoted above, insist that Israel stands the
ground of ‘sav[ing] values of western civilisation,’ while
the ‘Hamas rapist machine’ is held entirely culpable
(‘bear[ing] full moral responsibility’) for the slaughter
waged on Gaza for the past several months. At the core
of this moral value system de昀椀ning Israel’s right to 昀椀ght
those ‘human animals’7 and ‘eliminate everything in
Gaza,’8 stands the protective duty towards women and
LGBTQpeople (encompassing the ‘values of liberal societ-
ies’). In the context of addressing women’s organisations
and ‘civilised nations,’ the Israeli Prime Minister, Ben-
jamin Netanyahu, urges them to 昀椀ght uncompromisingly
‘the barbarism that threatens to wash over the world’.9

When LGBTQand feminist-liberal values end up play-

ing a central role in enabling a genocidal war, it is imper-
ative to revisit and interrogate the meanings and nature
of feminism in a more radical philosophical manner. In
this regard, the philosophical traditions of feminist de-
coloniality and Third World Marxism serve a twofold aim.
First, they help to historicise the functionality of gender-
/sex to the onto-epistemic foundations of Zionist settler
colonialism, what I call the occupation of gender by gen-
ocidal means. Second, they advance an understanding of
gender/sex in relation to the mode of social reproduction
that Zionism requires and serves under US-led imperi-
alism. During these times of wasting of Palestinian life,
anti-imperialist feminism becomes a subject of intellec-
tual and political urgency, gesturing towards alternative
epistemes that have been buried beneath the social and
conceptual categories abstracting away from the materi-
ality of history. What are the limitations of a poststruc-
turalist reading of sex/gender, when dealing (or not) with
the question of national liberation and counterviolence
of the oppressed in contexts such as Palestine, and the
Arab region at large? The centring of the national ques-
tion rede昀椀nes themoral and political parameters shaping
feminist and queer mobilisation and alludes to the value
of historical inventiveness incarnated through revolu-
tionary consciousness.

The occupation of gender by genocidal
means

Western modernity draws a boundary between human
versus non-human that concurs with the gendering pro-
cesses under colonial capitalism. The work of decolo-
nial feminist scholars, such as Sylvia Wynter and Maria
Lugones,10 historicises the emergence of ‘gender’ to
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substantiate the ideological and material cognates of
European imperialism and capitalism. By identifying
how European gender categories and values were im-
posed in the context of the Americas and the Caribbean,
Lugones and Wynter11 show how gender underscores
the racialising logics of bourgeois ‘Man’ and thus can-
not be isolated from the racial and class constituents
of colonial capitalism. The to-be emancipated ‘women’
of the colonies have been embroiled within a political
strategy of gendered recognition12 that reproduces their
material and historical proximity to bourgeois Men,13

thereby reifying the onto-epistemic violence of colonial
modernity. Such violence stems from conceptual ter-
rains – for Lugones, ‘the coloniality of being’,14 and for
Wynter, ‘colonial difference’15 – that incarnate the so-
cial institution of capitalist modernity throughout the
sixteenth century’s racial longue-durée. Wynter exam-
ines the ontological distinction between ‘naturalmasters’
and ‘natural slaves’ that mandated the socio-economic
and political order of Spaniards’ ‘expropriation of the
indigenous peoples’ lands and the enserfment of their
lives/labour.’16 Lugones identi昀椀es ‘the process of active
reduction of people, the dehumanisation that 昀椀ts them
for the classi昀椀cation, the process of subjecti昀椀cation, the
attempt to turn the colonised into less than human be-
ings.’17

Looking at the events that have been unfolding since
the Zionist regime began its brutal onslaught on the
Palestinian people in the Gaza strip, we see yet again
how gender is used to draw the contours of settler colo-
nial encroachment.18 Gender as the property of colonial
capitalism manifests in how Israeli settlers come to oc-
cupy the gendered/sexed subjectivities that bestow upon
them the right to plant LGBT 昀氀ags on scorched Indigen-
ous land (see Figure 1). Their backers in the imperialist
core mobilise the discourse of protecting ‘our’ (meaning:
Israeli) women and girls from the perverse monstros-
ities of Muslim terrorist men,19 their gendered vulner-
ability supposedly encapsulating the plight of human-
ity at large.20 This is best captured in the declarations
made by followers of the Hillary Clinton-style feminist
personality cult, including the likes of Sheryl Sandberg
who has claimed that the core concern at hand is ‘not
what is happening in the Middle East, but what is hap-
pening to our humanity’.21 Sandberg means to convey
that humanity itself is at stake and its restoration the task

of those endowed with the natural right to act against
Palestinian-waged terror. Such discourse on humanity
generates and follows a conception of the human anim-
ated by a material and moral value system that bene昀椀ts,
in a Wynterian sense, the White Bourgeois Man. The
de昀椀ning principle of this moral system is the distinction
it sets between the human and non-human animal (in
the words of Israeli general, Yoav Gallant),22 as well as
new de昀椀nitions of Nature, separating ‘the garden’ from
‘the jungle’ as Vice-President of the European Commis-
sion, Josep Borell, describes.23 Both the ‘animal’ and the
‘jungle’ capture racialised projections of self and other
construed in the very process of humanisation. The Nat-
ive American, the African, the Arab and the Muslim need
to be humanised (become ‘Man’) through colonialism’s
civilising mission.

In The Birth of a Jungle, Michael Lundblad develops
a cultural analysis of the ‘discourse of the jungle’,24 re-
vealing how racialisation of animality imbricates classed,
gendered and sexualised processes in the US at the turn
of the twentieth century. Examining Tarzan of the Apes
by Edgar Rice Burroughs, published in 1914, Lundblad
shows that bourgeois white men are constructed as in-
nately able to restrain their animality with reason and
rationality.25 Situating his analysis on the ‘discourse of
the humane’ in relation to animals within the context
of widespread lynching of black Americans, Lundblad
reveals how ‘animality is essentially elevated over black-
ness,’ ‘enabling white men to torture and vivisect black
men, thus treating them worse than animals at the turn
of the century.’26 A Darwinist-Freudian conception of
‘the savage’ underlines the rewriting of blackness as wild-
ness of Africans, conceiving of them as innately amoral
and savage as opposed to white men who can take a stroll
on the wild side, yet maintain their ‘inherited instinct
for chivalry.’27 The Darwinist and Freudian analytical
combination suggests that savagery of the black African
in the jungle manifests in two main and interrelated as-
pects: 昀椀rst, the delight in cannibalism/torture and killing
in the most hysterical manner;28 and second, the delight
in the rape of white women, which derives from the ‘es-
sentially instinctual nature of savages and the resulting
inability, supposedly, to repress sexual instincts.’29

Themobilisation of a taxonomy analogous to the ‘dis-
course of the jungle’ has been at the core of this Zionist
genocidal campaign, in which the category of the Arab-

34



Figure 1; https://twitter.com/Israel/status/1723971340825186754?lang=en.

Terrorist-Savage has been relied upon and reproduced
to both trigger and enable the ongoing genocide. Israeli
media describes a nation that remains ‘shocked at the
unrestrained murderous savagery that thousands of our
neighbours unleashed upon us’, the civilised garden.30

While the alleged Hamas rapes classify as ‘crimes against
humanity’,31 they also mobilise a ‘no moral equivalence’
discourse in the face of those, including within the US
political establishment (such as Representative Pramila
Jayapal), who call for a more balanced approach to the
con昀氀ict:

There is no ’balanced approach’ to a group that commits
this type of barbarity. The only approach is their total
elimination.32

Rape and sexual violence against Israeli women call for
nothing less than unequivocal condemnation. Israel did
not invade Palestinian homes and rape and sexually viol-
ate Palestinian women. Hamas did invade Israeli homes
and did rape and sexually violate Israeli women. There
is no ‘balance’ or ‘both sides’ or ‘moral equivalence’ here.
Period.33

The ‘no balance’ approach reveals the active role of
the US in providing ideological andmaterial cover for the
Zionist regime as it commits genocide. When a journal-
ist asked US State Department Spokesperson, Matthew
Miller, about the double standards implied in US actions,
as it continues to fund an army that is plausibly believed
to be committing genocide, Miller responded:
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There is a false equivalency embedded in that question.
There is a difference between members of a terrorist
organisation who went out and intentionally killed in-
nocent civilians […] that is different than a military cam-
paign conducted in an environment where that terrorist
organisation hides behind civilians.34

Such a statement not only draws a boundary between
a legitimate ‘Israeli military campaign’ versus terrorism,
but also activates a moral and political compass towards
the only identi昀椀able raped/invaded/innocent civilians of
that equation (Israel).35 While the civilian presence in
Gaza is seemingly acknowledged in Miller’s statement,
it is quickly overshadowed by asserting their proximity
to the terrorists/jungle realm. This effectively captures
the moralising grounds of the continuous slaughter in
Gaza, perceived as nothing but a hub of pure terror. As
the Israeli President af昀椀rms, there are ‘no innocent civil-
ians in Gaza’,36 and the projected beastliness manifests
in IDF daily videos documenting their civilising strolls
in the jungle. In some videos, where IDF soldiers pose
next to animals found alive in Gaza (see Figure 2), we see
how animality is elevated above the beastliness of the
Indigenous Palestinians.

Figure 2; https://twitter.com/ytirawi/status/
1746322932643610798.

In other videos, documenting soldiers rummaging
through Palestinian women’s lingerie (see Figure 3), the
savagery of the jungle emerges through sexualised pro-
jections, where unchecked ‘sluttiness’ lurks beneath ‘ex-

ternally enforced taboos,’ as per Freud’s description of
savages.37 In the performance of triumphal intimacy
with the possessions of killed and displaced Palestinian
women, we see a graphic and almost literal illustration
of what I have been calling the occupation of gender.

Figure 3; https://twitter.com/ASE/status/
1732507774066520162?lang=en.

Wasting as (un)gendering

The delineation of the boundary between humans and
beasts is notmerely an ideological construction that colo-
nialists advance within a civilisational discourse that pits
itself against ‘the jungle.’ Rather, such (de)humanising
projections are an extension of an ideological apparatus
that sustains the capitalist mode of social reproduction
under US-led imperialism, where the Arab region has
been playing a key role for decades.38 We need turn no
further than the work of Third World Arab Marxists to
unpick the layers of what wemean by US-led imperialism,
including the functionality of the Zionist settler colonial
outpost to the project of American hegemony.39

In these analyses, imperialism refers to the process
of capital accumulation on a world scale, where devel-
opment is apportioned unequally along racial and class
lines.40 Established on a relation of unequal develop-
ment, imperialism requires the overexploitation of la-
bour and perennial extraction of resources from peri-
pheral countries, including through the use of monetary
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and 昀椀nancial warfare. In such a process, the global South
loses national autonomyover its economic policies,while
being prevented from harnessing resources for popular
developmental goals and instead forced to cater to imper-
ialist diktats. Overall, the social reproduction of imperi-
alism occurs through the consumption of the developing
world, thus economising the living conditions of workers
and nature. Building on this philosophical tradition, Ali
Kadri introduces the concept of accumulation by waste.
For Kadri, the political economy of dollarised 昀椀nancial
imperialism is predicated on a speci昀椀c logic of waste,
which has always annihilated the lives of the working
masses of the South. Yet, as per the requisites of 昀椀n-
ancialisaton, it does so at higher turnover rates. In such
a context, wars, militarism and repression play a unique
role because they respond almost instantaneously – via
killing – to the needs of 昀椀nancial capital. In other words,
killing and wasting are ‘intrinsic characteristics’ of the
domain of production under US-led imperialism.

This logic of waste has a twofold implication for the
Arab region, and especially Palestine. First, US-led im-
perialism violates state sovereignty through wars of en-
croachment, waged through concrete practices of arms
factories, counterinsurgency, surveillance and the phys-
ical land bases and attendant stability needed for those
processes.41 Since 9/11, US-led wars have killed around
5 million people,42 and this domination of the region
wastes Arab human potential. To kill Arab life is to
shorten its labour longevity, thus it is the ultimate form
of cheapening labour power under capital, and doing so
is not some sort of unwanted by-product or collateral
damage. Rather, the purposeful wasting of human life
is a sphere of production and an end in itself.43 To say
that it is a sphere of production is to reveal that wasted
life through imperialist and colonial encroachment are
outputs as well as inputs into surplus value making.44

Second, this explains the eliminatory logic of Zion-
ist settler-colonialism, which has a fundamental role to
play within the waste industry of US global capital in-
dustry.45 Palestinian resistance movements in the 1960s
understood this very well when they told us that Zion-
ism is a spearhead of imperialism.46 Being a European
settler colonial formation, much like the US, the Zion-
ist regime incubates a mode of social reproduction that
promotes imperialist values and secures US interests
in the Arab region and on a world scale.47 By acquir-

ing nuclear weapons and through its numerous military
attacks on and invasions of other countries in the re-
gion – such as Iraq, Lebanon and Syria – Israel has been
the major force behind imperialist capital accumulation
and its corollary, Arab de-development.48 Historically,
what binds them together is a racist capitalist regime
of ‘hetero-conquest’49 needed for the continued domin-
ation of the Indigenous, poor, and racialised peoples of
the world. Israel is a material investment for the US in
militarism, a reality that has emerged clearly during this
latest genocidal war. Every aspect of the Zionist regime
– from its liberal-progressive ideological values to its
military capacity and economic strength – engrosses its
sub-imperial or functionary role within the entireMiddle
East region. As Theodore Herzl proposed to his then Brit-
ish Imperial allies, the to-be Jewish state would serve as
‘the portion of the rampart of Europe against Asia, an
outpost of civilization as opposed to barbarism’.50

Expectedly, in the aftermath of October 7, Western
ruling classes rushed to support uncompromisingly (in
moral, political and economic terms) the Herzlian state.
The Zionists, together with the reactionary regimes in
the region – the Gulf monarchies, Jordan and to some
extent Egypt – are a fundamental cog in the continuity of
the waste industry assigned by US-led imperialism. The
genocidal war that has been unfolding for the past el-
even months is an intensi昀椀ed form of the waste industry.
Whereas before the genocidal onslaught, Gazans were
facing a slow genocide, their caloric intake controlled
entirely by the occupiers besieging them by air, sea and
land,51 the recent intensi昀椀cation of the killing perfectly
encapsulates the waste marketplace of imperialism.

In such a context, it is important to understand how
the ‘body’ becomes wrapped up in the myth-making me-
dium of Western-invested genocide. A whole panoply
of bodies: dis昀椀gured, tortured, mutilated, burnt, decom-
posed, crushed, bulldozed, thieved, even as they lay rest-
less and nameless in gruesome mass graves. Numbers
and bodies collide to produce a percentage of conferred
collateral damage. When Joe Biden is told that 70 per
cent are women and children, he responds that there
is no truth in these 昀椀gures.52 The only truth imperi-
alists know and propagate is that ‘a worthy Indian is a
scalped Indian’, ‘a worthy African is a blackened enslaved
African’, and ‘a worthy Arab is a Joint Direct Attack Muni-
tion (JDAM) decimated terrorist.’53 Wasting is the logic
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through which US-led imperialism reduces life in its ex-
pansive capacity, to bits of 昀氀esh among wreckage and
rubble, chunks of dead meat for Gaza’s hungry dogs to
chew on. In doing so, it materialises what I call, bor-
rowing from Hortense Spillers,54 a scene of unprotected
昀氀esh, of terrorist wasted 昀氀esh (un)gendered.

(Un)gendering operates on two intertwined levels.
First, it relies on the ideological and material reduction
of the Other to terrorist subspecies. The casting of ra-
cialised Others outside of humanity, and by extension
of sexed/gendered scripts, is central to the domain of
accumulation by waste under Zionism and US-led imper-
ialism. This is best seen in howPalestinians of all genders
have been systematically painted by Zionists and their al-
lies, feminist and otherwise, in the imperialist core as le-
gitimate killing targets. The ‘usual’ protections accorded
to ‘women and children’ do not apply to Palestinians.55

Second, (un)gendering sustains a symbiotic relationship
with the gendering scripts that reify the epistemological
structures of settler colonialism and imperialism. This is
where racialised Others can turn from being undifferenti-
ated terrorist-subspecies to various modi昀椀ed versions of
sexed/gendered identi昀椀cations, concurringwith the shift-
ing calibrations of Western bourgeois ideology. We can
think, for example, of how Western narratives about vul-
nerable gays and women of the Arab world encapsulate
the ideological terrain of colonial saviourism, rescuing
these poor souls from ‘the timeless homogeneous myth-
ical place called Islamland’.56 These gendered/sexed rep-
resentations demonstrate what Palestinian queer organ-
isers and their allies identify as pinkwashing57 to explain
Zionist and Western hegemonic mobilisation of the ‘op-
pressed veiled woman’ and the ‘in-need-of-saving LGBT
Arab’.

Such colonial projections have a functional role to
play in the waste industry. That is, the conceptual pro-
duction of victimised gendered/sexed Arab bodies ac-
tivate accumulation by waste on two levels. First, the
ideological production of sexed/gendered victims under-
scores the violence of abstraction imposed on bodies
and objects commodi昀椀ed ‘in total separation from their
speci昀椀city and materiality.’58 In challenging the false
propagandisation of Israel as a haven for oppressed gay
Arabs, queer Palestinians reply: ‘there are no pink doors
in the apartheid wall’.59 Second, these ideological ab-
stractions not only hide the social reality of ungendering

(‘the apartheid wall has no pink doors’) of the Zionist
regime, but also advance the material reproduction of
the same accumulation by waste regime harboured under
US-led imperialism. Feminists like Clinton are amongst
the benefactors of this class regime that abstracts and
wastes Arab human potential. Their feminism equates to
‘saving the gays and the women of Iraq’ by levelling Iraq
to the ground,60 and greenlighting the genocide of the
Palestinians to save the world fromHamasmale savagery.
The question then becomes, is historical abstraction all
we are left with, or might there still be room to defy the
imperialist and settler colonial canons of (un)gendering?

Ruptures: anti-imperialist upheavals

The duality of the US, the West, and the civilised friends
of gay people is being used against the Iraqi people and
government, who are instead homophobic. This gives the
Americans the right not to respect the will of the Iraqi
people or of the Iraqi gay community to determine their
own paths of struggle. Instead, they imposed the love of
gayness and democracy on them, in a ready-made pack-
age, sent from America with love. Similarly, Israel uses
this discourse in its attempt to whitewash its crimes in
front of the whole world.61

When Palestinian organisers in the group alQaws
for sexual and gender diversity in Palestinian society62 ex-
plain their 昀椀rm rejection of the single-issue approach to
sexuality, they do so by historicising the journey that got
them tomobilise queerness as a ‘radical approach to polit-
ical mobilisation and decolonisation’.63 That is, Zionist
settler-colonisation of Palestinian Indigenous bodies and
lands has animated activists’ political reconstitution by
virtue of growing away from Zionist and western LGBT
frameworks. They instead have become more attuned to
the material reality embedding Palestinian Indigenous
struggle for humanity. In that process,we see a de昀椀nition
of Palestinian queer af昀椀liation that is Palestinian 昀椀rst
and foremost and identi昀椀es itself within the terrains of
Palestinian national struggle for freedom and liberation.
At the same time, anti-pinkwashing activists reveal to us
the violence within the identity-based af昀椀liations that
Zionists and their Western allies seek to impose onto
the Palestinian context, which require Palestinians to
emerge as victims of their homophobic pride-negating
society and seek the freedom that their coloniser is sup-
posedly going to extend to them.64 This, in effect, corres-
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ponds to the dependent nature of social development to
which the colonised are forced to subscribe in the process
of their peripheralisation and so integration within the
‘progressive’ market of the imperialist core.

Palestinian mobilising against pinkwashing is not,
however, simply an act of unveiling colonial invest-
ment in women’s and gay rights. Rather, and more cru-
cially, these anti-pinkwashing mobilisations demand
that we seek the alternative epistemes that have been
buried beneath the social and conceptual categories ab-
stracting away from the materiality of history.65 Mak-
ing international calls for boycott, while being active
contributors on the ground in political mobilisation,
anti-pinkwashers/pinkwatchers show the power that
Palestinian queers have, contrary to Zionist and west-
ern saviour projections. Most importantly, these actions
gesture towards anti-colonial/anti-capitalist forms of
struggle. In their political activism, for example, alQaws
activists state that rather than seeking pride they seek
Dignity;66 instead of the liberatory façade of capital-
ism’s possessive individual they seek to be rooted in
communities.67 They also explain that instead of seek-
ing the occupier’s supposed ‘pink doors’,68 they stand by
the right of the occupied to wage their uprising for self-
determination;69 and rather than singling out a struggle
based on sexuality they refuse the very premise of bour-
geois ideology as it abstracts sexuality from the violent
structures (settler colonialism and imperialism) main-
taining bourgeois dominance.70

This emphasis on the structures of oppression –
which the imperialists and settler colonialists always seek
to hide in their bourgeois projections of what queerness
or womanhood ought to signify for Indigenous Palestini-
ans – reveals the grave limitations of post-structuralist
queer-feminist critiques, which manifest on three in-
tertwined fronts. First, the dilution of class and struc-
tural analysis that followed from French-in昀氀uenced post-
structuralism has led to the production of idealist and
dehistoricised conceptions of identities, heavily inves-
ted in a deconstructionist paradigm.71 As Gabriel Rock-
hill argues, even anti-essentialist versions of this strand
of thought, such as those articulated by Judith Butler,
continue to approach gender and sexual relations dis-
cursively, without providing ‘a materialist analysis of
capitalist social relations that have produced these cat-
egories of gender and sexuality, their existence as major

sites of collective class struggle is occluded’.72 ‘At best’,
they remain ‘oriented toward a liberal pluralism in which
class struggle is replaced by interest-group advocacy’.
Second, we see the occlusion of US-led imperialism and,
consequently, the centrality of the national question for
those who remain under settler colonial and imperialist
aggression.73 This is accompanied by an analysis that un-
dermines feminist/queer nationalist anti-colonial polit-
ics, characterising them as unproductively stuck within
a politics of essentialism and puritanism.74 These cri-
tiques instead glorify sexed/gendered con昀椀gurations that
are conceived within a hybrid anti-essentialist idiom for
the sake of activating abstract notions of co-existence:
‘Palestine/Israel.’75 Third, we see approaches that push
the deconstructionist approach to such an extent that ad-
vocating queerness in its subjectless capacity or the zone
of death drive becomes possible.76 Queerness is con-
ceived against the logic of reproductive and heteronorm-
ative futurism, supposedly imposed everywhere, while
forgetting that racialisedworking class people are already
con昀椀ned to the realm of wasting and shortening of their
lives.

Butler ‘s initial response to October 7 and Israel’s
launching of its genocidal war - ‘The Compass of Mourn-
ing’77 – provides an instructive illustration of such limit-
ations. Beginning with a recognition of the problem-
atic liberal imperative to ‘condemn or approve’, But-
ler effectively reinforces this imperative with their un-
equivocal condemnation of the ‘terrifying and revolting
Hamas massacre.’78 The essay moves on to reiterate the
value of nonviolence as a moral compass for both Israelis
and Palestinians under what Butler named in a previ-
ous work a ‘cohabitation’ paradigm.79 Acknowledging
the colonial context in Israel/Palestine, Butler nonethe-
less challenges the putatively dubious moral stance of
some pro-Palestine activists, referencing the Harvard
Palestine Solidarity Committee (HPSC). For Butler, in
this essay, the group’s contextualisation of the Israeli
apartheid regime as the only one to blame for the escala-
tion of violence serves to ‘exonerate’ Hamas’s ‘hideous
killings’:

I deplore the violence unequivocally at the same time
as I, like so many others, want to be part of imagining
and struggling for true equality and justice in the region,
the kind that would compel groups like Hamas to disap-
pear, the occupation to end, and new forms of political
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freedom and justice to 昀氀ourish.80

At times, Butler acknowledges the necessity of histor-
ical contextualisation regarding the existence of groups
like Hamas, as when they say that ‘we have to know the
history of the situation, the growth of Hamas as a milit-
ant group in the devastation of the post-Oslo moment’.81

However, this momentary engagement with history re-
cedes in the face of overwhelming theoretical abstrac-
tion dictated by an idealist vision of non-violence, as
Butler tells us that alternative political and moral pos-
sibilities lie in a ‘struggle for a free Palestine in which
Hamas would be dissolved or superseded by groups with
non-violent aspirations for cohabitation’.82 The notion
of cohabitation or coming together of Israeli Jews and
Palestinians, which Butler proposes as the most product-
ive political and moral trajectory, is emblematic of the
very identarian base of their theorisation, even though
they would strongly claim otherwise. As Lisa Bhungalia
and I argued in 2014, ‘cohabitation’ emerges from and
follows dehistoricised, depoliticised, Weberian notions
of ‘hate’, ‘religious con昀氀ict’, and ‘ethnic war’.83 It ignores
the material structures that maintain one group’s exclus-
ive domination over another, effectively eliding themode
of social reproduction that Zionism requires, that is, the
wasting and killing of Palestinians. Consequently, it di-
vorces Zionism from its functionary role within US-led
imperialism. Moreover, the abstract notion of Palestini-
ans and Israeli Jews ‘coming together’ fails to engage pro-
ductively with the deep history of existing anti-colonial
and anti-imperialist struggles (and strategies) deployed
to imagine liberation beyond academic-sanctioned ver-
sions of ‘decolonisation’.

In contrast, anti-imperialist feminism gestures to-
wards a new moral praxis to be found within the revolu-
tionary will of those who, following so many years of
dehumanisation and besiegement, have the full right, in
the words of the late Popular Front for the Liberation of
Palestine (PFLP)84 leader George Habash, to ‘protect our
revolution. Our code of morals is our revolution.’85 This
emerges further in two interviews conducted three weeks
after the joint military operation,86 Al Aqsa Flood, with
the revolutionary PFLP 昀椀gure Leila Khaled. In one of
the interviews, she re昀氀ects on the the cumulative and in-
tergenerational nature of resistance,87 focused on the re-
turn of Palestinian refugees to their lands andPalestinian

national liberation. Considering the current situation
in Gaza, she remarks that there is only one option for
Palestinians – resistance – and notes that even amongst
the families being bombed by Israel, there is ‘nobody
speaking out and saying they’re against resistance.’ She
observes, re昀氀ecting on how Palestinians in Gaza have
reacted to the loss of their families and loved ones, that
their reactions show ‘that the people’s culture is a culture
of resistance, not of surrender.’

In a related interview, she re昀氀ects on armed struggle:

the only choice we have is to 昀椀ght and to liberate our land
including through armed resistance… people have the
right to resist with all means, including armed struggle.
This is in the Charter of the United Nations… it’s a fun-
damental law. Where there is repression, there is resist-
ance… history taught us that people resist to keep their
dignity and land.88

In the same inteview, Khaled recalls the hijacking
operations that she was part of in the late 1960s, which
have seen her branded a terrorist by Zionists and imper-
ialists to this day. Khaled explains that hijacking was
a tactic intended to get the world to pay attention to
the Palestinian question ‘because they didn’t listen to us
when we were in the camps’. Recounting details of the
operations of which she was part, Khaled describes how
she took control of the cockpit while invoking the name
of Shadia Abu Ghazaleh, the 昀椀rst Palestinian martyred
woman in thewake of the 1967Naksa.89 She then re昀氀ects
on how upon encountering Western media, all she was
asked by an American journalist was: ‘How many hours
do you stand in front of the mirror?’90 Such a question,
for Khaled, sits within wider Western projections about
Arab women as passive and domesticated, incapable of
political thought and action.91 These gendering scripts
of imperialism operate alongside the ungendering pro-
cesses that relegate Khaled, like many other Palestinian
resistance 昀椀gures, to the dehumanising realm of the ter-
rorist, nonsensical, amoral savage. A recent cancellation
of her seminar at a US-based university was propelled by
anti-terrorism laws that led the president of the univer-
sity to af昀椀rm:

terrorist violence con昀氀icts with academic freedom… it
is at odds with the values that universities hold dear:
reason, dispassion, freedom of speech and inquiry, re-
spect for individuals and individual liberties.92
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However, lying beneath these (un)gendering scripts
of empire are the words of Khaled when she asserts: ‘We
are ready to pay blood and 昀氀esh to liberate this land.’93

If, borrowing from Spillers, we read Palestine as a scene
of unprotected 昀氀esh, then Khaled’s words promise a de昀椀-
ance arising out of that very abjection.

Khaled gestures towards an anti-imperialist femin-
ism, where Indigenous counterviolence is the site of in-
ventiveness of the colonised 昀氀esh, once it emerges bey-
ond the socio-political taxonomies dictating colonised
non-being.94 In the face of the ongoing genocide waged
against the Palestinian people, Khaled and her comrades
in the Palestinian resistance movement point us to the
signi昀椀cance of standing 昀椀rmly with the plight of the op-
pressed to 昀椀ght against the usurpation of their right to
claim their own history. The 昀椀ght itself activates a pro-
cess of social transformation propelled by ‘the ability
to determine the mode of production most appropriate
to the evolution of the liberated people.’95 This – the
quest for autonomous development of national product-
ive forces–‘opens new prospects for the cultural develop-
ment of the society in question, by returning to that so-
ciety all its capacity to create progress.’96 In other words,
the waste-driven economy of the imperialists is put into
crisis when the colonised rise to declare the rightfulness
of their Intifada. Palestinian Intifada stands as a living
example of a ‘class struggle’where homo politicus replaces
homo economicus in the process of materialising revolu-
tionary consciousness.97 Claiming their place within the
revolution, women and the rural poor become crucial
pillars of a national productive force that could activate
insihab (delinking)98 from thematerial imperatives of the
US-led global waste industry. In so doing, the struggle
for national liberation proves its capacity to recon昀椀gure
the social sphere. In the face of dispossession, there is
ongoing sumud (steadfastness, staying put on one’s land).
In the face of genocidal killing, there is an aspiration for
shahada (living martyrdom) by resisting Indigenous sub-
jects. They not only refuse to die99 but are also aware of
the role they play in History: facing up to Zionism and
US imperialism.100
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